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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 23 is objected to because of the following informalities: Examiner 
suggests "urine steam of a woman" be corrected to "urine stream of a woman." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 15, 16, 18, 20, 23, 26, & 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nakao et al. (US Patent No. 4,050,103). 

Regarding claim 15, Nakao et al. discloses a method for collecting a sample, 
comprising: 

providing specimen container attachment (Figure 1), comprising: 

an attachment ring (2) adapted for attachment to a specimen 
container; 
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a peripheral wall (1) extending from the attachment ring, the 
peripheral wall having a base (bottom of 1), an outer edge (edge of 1), and 
receiving and capturing areas (interior of 1); 

the outer edge of the peripheral wall (outer edge of 1) having a 
generally U-shaped region extending towards the base of the peripheral 
wall and located in the receiving area of the peripheral wall defining a 
generally U-shaped receiving space of the receiving area of the peripheral 
wall (Figure 2); and 

wherein a portion of the capturing area of the peripheral wall faces 
the receiving space of the receiving area of the peripheral wall (Figure 3); 

attaching the attachment ring (Column 3, lines 3-15) of the specimen container 
attachment to a specimen container, 

inserting a portion of a penis into the receiving space so that a tip of the penis 
faces the capturing area (Figure 7); and 

deflecting fluid ejaculated from the penis with the capturing area into the 
specimen container (Figure 7). 

Regarding claim 16, Nakao et al. discloses a method, further comprising resting 
the penis on outer edge of the peripheral wall located in the receiving area of the 
peripheral wall (Figure 7). 
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In regards to claim 16, Nakao et al. discloses a method, wherein the attachment 
ring (2) is attached to the specimen container with a snap on mechanism (Column 3, 
lines 8-15). 

Regarding claim 20, Nakao et al. discloses a method, wherein the U-shaped 
region of the outer edge of the peripheral wall has an arcuate lower portion positioned 
towards the base of the peripheral wall, the U-shaped region of the outer edge of the 
peripheral wall having a generally smooth and rounded exterior surface (Figure 7). 

Regarding claim 23, Nakao et al. discloses a method for collecting a sample, 
comprising: 

providing specimen container attachment (Figure 1), comprising: 

an attachment ring (2) adapted for attachment to a specimen 
container; 

a peripheral wall (1) extending from the attachment ring, the 
peripheral wall having a base (bottom of 1), an outer edge (edge of 1), and 
receiving and capturing areas (interior of 1); 

the outer edge of the peripheral wall (outer edge of 1) having a 
generally U-shaped region extending towards the base of the peripheral 
wall and located in the receiving area of the peripheral wall defining a 
generally U-shaped receiving space of the receiving area of the peripheral 
wall (Figure 2); and 
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wherein a portion of the capturing area of the peripheral wall faces 
the receiving space of the receiving area of the peripheral wall (Figure 3); 

attaching the attachment ring (Column 3, lines 3-15) of the specimen container 
attachment to a specimen container, 

positioning the receiving area anterior to a urethral urine steam of a woman; and 
deflecting the urine from the urethral urine stream with the capturing area into the 
specimen container. 

Regarding claim 26, Nakao et al. discloses a method, wherein the attachment is 
attached to the specimen container with a snap on mechanism (Column 3, lines 8-15). 

In regards to claim 28, Nakao et al. discloses a method, wherein the U-shaped 
region of the outer edge of the peripheral wall has an arcuate lower portion positioned 
towards the base of the peripheral wall, the U-shaped region of the outer edge of the 
peripheral wall having a generally smooth and rounded exterior surface (Figure 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought 
to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
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to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

Claims 17 & 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakao et al. in view of Raitto (US Patent No. 3,881,465). 

Regarding claims 17 & 25, Nakao et al. discloses all of the aforementioned 
elements. However, Nakao et al. does not disclose an attachment ring that is threadably 
attached to the specimen container. Raitto, however, discloses an attachment ring (12) 
that is threadably attached (Column 3, lines 1-5) to the specimen container (11). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
in view of Raitto to incorporate an attachment ring that is threadably attachable with 
Nakao et al. in order to provide a more secure closure. 

Additional Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 19 & 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakao et al. in view of Shah (US Patent No. 4,393,881). 

Regarding claim 19 & 27, Nakao et al. discloses a method with all of the 
aforementioned elements. However, Nakao et al. does not disclose a method, wherein 
an outer side of the attachment ring has a plurality of elongated gripping ridges and 
wherein a user's fingers engage the plurality of elongated gripping ridges. Shah, 
however, discloses a plurality of elongated gripping ridges (34) and wherein a user's 
fingers engage the plurality of elongated gripping ridges (Column 3, lines 16-22). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
in view of Shah to incorporate gripping ridges with Nakao et al. in order to provide for a 
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easier grip. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anuradha Roy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6169 and whose email address is anuradha.roy@uspto.gov. The examiner can 
normally be reached between 8:00am and 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max Hindenburg can be reached on 571-272-4726. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). jJ A// { f 
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